Pre-Planning

Your Buria

> English

What You Need to Know about Pre-Planning Your
Burial

Inthe lasttwo articles, we discussed how to choose
a cemetery and the benefits of pre-planning your
burial arrangements. So, now that you have decided
to move forward and speak with the cemetery
about your options, what comes next?

The first thing you should dois contact the cemetery
to see if an appointment is necessary. Depending
on the cemetery, you might meet in person at the
site, in your home if that's more convenient, or
even virtually.

Having a clear sense of your preferences—or at least
knowing the right questions to ask—will help the
cemetery provide you with relevant information,
making it easier for you to make an informed
decision. If you haven't done so already, start
thinking about the following: Are you leaning toward
a traditional full-body burial or cremation? Have
you considered a natural or green burial? Do you
preferanin-ground burial in a grave space, or would
you rather opt forabove-ground entombmentina
crypt (for a casket), a niche (for a cremation urn),
oracolumbarium (a separate outdoor structure for
urns)? How many spaces will you need? Are you
planning for just yourself, or are you looking for a
space that can accommodate your entire family?
How much personalization are you looking for?

There are other important questions to consider
as well: Are there restrictions on the type or size
of headstones? How many people can be buried
in each space? What are the rules for decorating
gravesites? What hours are visitors allowed?

This initial meeting is your opportunity to ask
questions, explore the available options, and
understand the costs involved. Even if you're
not ready to make a decision right away, the
appointment should give you all the information
you need to make the best choice for you and
your family.

Tim Kolasa

Executive Director

Gethsemane and St Mary Cemeteries
tim@gethcem.com
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Preplanificacion de su Entierro ===o

Lo que Necesita Saber Sobre Preplanificar
su Entierro

En los dos ultimos articulos, discutimos
como elegir un cementerioy los beneficios
de preplanificar sus arreglos funerarios.
Entonces, ahoraque hasdecididoavanzary
hablarconel cementerio sobre sus opciones,
;qué sigue?

Lo primero que debe hacer es contactar al
cementerio para ver si es necesario hacer
una cita. Dependiendo del cementerio,
puede reunirse en persona, en su hogar si
esmas conveniente, oincluso virtualmente.

Atenerunaideaclarade sus preferencias, o
porlomenos saberlas preguntas correctas,
ayudard al cementerio a proporcionarle
informacion relevante, ayudandole tomar
una decisién informada. Si atn no lo ha
hecho, comience a pensar en lo siguiente:
;Se inclina hacia un entierro tradicional
de cuerpo completo o cremacién?
¢Ha considerado un entierro natural o
ecologico? ; Prefiere unentierroenel suelo
en un espacio de tumba, o prefiere una
inhumacion sobre el suelo en una cripta
(paraunatadd), unnicho (paraunaurnade
cremacién) oun columbario (unaestructura
exterior separada para urnas)? ;Cuantos
espacios necesitara? ; Esté planeando solo
para usted, o estd buscando un espacio
que pueda acomodar a toda su familia?
;Cuénta personalizacién estd buscando?

También hay otras preguntasimportantes
aconsiderar: s Hay restricciones sobre el
tipo o tamafo de las lapidas? ; Cuédntas
personas pueden serenterradas en cada
espacio? jCuales son las reglas para
decorarlastumbas? ; Qué horarios estan
permitidos para los visitantes?

Esta reunion inicial es su oportunidad
para hacer preguntas, explorar las
opciones disponiblesy comprender los
costos involucrados. Incluso si no esta
listo para tomar una decisién de ahora,
la cita deberia darle toda lainformacion
que necesita paratomarla mejordecision
para usted y su familia.




